
 

 

The needs of young LGBTIQA+ people for safe 

spaces 
Key points from Freedom Centre’s consultation in partnership with Freedom Centre  
 

Context 
This consultation came as a response to the Freedom Centre's relocation. The Freedom 
Centre has been a designated safe space for LGBTQIA+ young people for over 26 years, and 
we want to make sure it remains that way. 
 
Prior to scouting new locations, WAAC and Freedom Centre engaged with Youth Pride 
Network (YPN) to consult with young people and stakeholders. This included in-person 
consultations, as well as online surveys. These were conducted during August 2021.  
 
Consultation  
All responses to the consultation are valuable and were carefully considered to ensure that 
the Freedom Centre grows and evolves in a way that centres the wants and needs of all 
LGBTQIA+ young people.  
 
The consultations involved asking LGBTQIA+ people across WA why having a dedicated safe 
space is important to them, what that looks like, and how these spaces can best represent the 
needs of our community. 
 
There were four short sections to the online survey. Most questions were multiple choice 
with opportunities for long answers for other questions.  
 

Final report 
The report and the answers to the in-person and online survey will not be made publicly 
available. However, they are being used as a way for young people to have direct say over 
the relocation of the Freedom Centre. 
  
Within these essential considerations, six essential needs for a safe space were identified 
amongst responses.  
 
What young people want in a space can be broken down into: 

1. Things that promote feelings of physical safety; 
2. Things that promote feelings of emotional safety/self regulation; 
3. Things that help with promoting a sense of identity; 
4. Things that empower them through education and skill building; 
5. Things that are fun and enjoyable; and 
6. The promotion of intersectionality and inclusion. 

 



 

 

The responses to the surveys, including these six essential needs play an important part in 
the Freedom Centre relocation, and will serve as a guidepost in the development or redesign 
of any Freedom Centre and WAAC services.  


	The needs of young LGBTIQA+ people for safe spaces
	Context
	Final report


